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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES  
2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

Telephone: (804) 367-2323  Fax: (804) 367-2391 
 

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM  
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

An historic district is defined as a significant concentration of buildings, structures, or sites that are united historically 
and aesthetically by plan or physical development. The following constitutes an application for preliminary 
consideration of eligibility for the nomination potential of a historic district for listing in the Virginia Landmarks 
Register and the National Register of Historic Places.  This does not mean that the district is being nominated to the 
registers at this time.  Rather, it is being evaluated to determine if it qualifies for such listings.  Applicants will be 
notified of the staffõs and the State Review Board's recommendations. 
 
Contact the Virginia Department of Historic Resources Archivist to determine if previous survey material for this 
proposed district is on file, and if the district has been previously evaluated by DHR.  Obtaining previously recorded 
information could save a significant amount of time in preparing this Preliminary Information Form (PIF).  The 

archivist may be reached by phone at (804) 482-6102, or by email at Quatro.Hubbard@dhr.virginia.gov.  The archivist 
will also give you the address of the regional office to which you should send your completed PIF materials. 
 
Please type this form and, if additional space is needed, use 8½" x 11" paper. If an electronic version of this PIF is 
available, it would be helpful if it could be submitted on a disc, or via email to the archivist.  Note: All submitted 
materials become the property of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and will not be returned.   
 
Photographs:  Please provide at least four (4) color or black-and-white (B&W) photographs of general streetscapes 
and four (4) color or B&W photographs showing a sample of individual buildings within the proposed district.  The 
inclusion of photographs is essential to the completion of this application.  Without photographs, the application 
cannot be evaluated.  Photographs should be labeled on the reverse side in soft pencil or china marker (not with 
adhesive labels), and are not to be mounted or affixed in any way.  
 
Digital Images:   In addition to the images printed on photographic paper, digital images, if available, should be 
submitted in TIF or JPEG format and can be included on the same disc as the PIF.     
 
Maps:  Please include two (2) maps showing the location of the proposed district: 

¶ A copy of a USGS Quad map with name of county/city printed on the map and with the name of the 
proposed district indicating its location (sections of USGS Quadrangle maps can be printed free of charge from 
http://store.usgs.gov and hand-labeled to mark property boundaries or location), and 

¶ A map showing a closer picture of the proposed boundaries with street names and/or routes and possible 
building footprints would also be helpful.  Please include a "North" arrow, date, and òNot to Scaleó on this 
map. 

Before submitting this form, please make sure that you have included the following: 

¶ Section of labeled USGS Quadrangle map 

¶ Proposed district boundary map 

¶ 4 labeled color or B&W general photos  

¶ 4 labeled color or B&W individual building photos  

¶ Completed Resource Information Sheet, including 
o Applicant contact information and signature 
o City or county officialõs contact information 

Thank you for taking the time to submit this Preliminary Information Form.  Your interest in Virginiaõs historic 
resources is helping to provide better stewardship of our cultural past. 

http://www.dhr.state.va.us/archives/archiv_info.htm
http://store.usgs.gov/
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Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
PIF Resource Information Sheet  

 
This information sheet is designed to provide the Virginia Department of Historic Resources with the necessary data to be able 
to evaluate the significance of the proposed district for possible listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National 
Register of Historic Places.  This is not a formal nomination, but a necessary step in determining whether or not the district 
could be considered eligible for listing.  Please take the time to fill in as many fields as possible.   A greater number of completed 
fields will result in a more timely and accurate assessment. Staff assistance is available to answer any questions you have in 
regards to this form. 
 

General Property Information For Staff Use Only 

DHR ID #:        

 
District Name(s): 

 
Colonial Beach Historic District (199-5002) 

 
District or Selected 
Building Date(s): 

 
ca. 1882ðca. 1965 

 
Circa  Pre  Post 

 
Open to the Public? 

 
Yes No 

 
Main District 
Streets and/or 
Routes: 

 
Washington Ave., N. Irving Ave., S. Irving 
Ave., ., Colonial Ave., Lossing Ave., 
Longfellow Ave., Lincoln Ave., Franklin St.., 
Virginia Ave., Maryland Ave, Livingstone St., 
Wilder Ave., Dennison St., Hawthorne St., 
Boundary St., Jefferson St., Madison St., 
Weems St., Vernon St., Lafayette St., Hamilton 
St., Nelson St., Wirt St., Thackary St., Sulgrave 
St., Ball St., Chamberlayne St., Lawrence Ln., 
Dandridge Ln., Taggart St., Garfield Ave., 
Douglas Ave., Lynnhaven Ave., Beach 
Terrace, Bancroft Ave., Marshall Ave., 
Westover Ave., Augustine Ln. 

 
City: 

 
Colonial Beach 

 
Zip: 

 
22443 

 
County or Ind. City: 

 
Westmoreland County 

 
USGS Quad(s): 

 
Colonial Beach North, Colonial Beach South 

 

Physical Character of General Surroundings 

 
Acreage: 

 
~150 

 
Setting (choose one):   City  Urban  Town  Suburban  Rural  Transportation Corridor   

 
Site Description Notes/Notable Landscape Features/Streetscapes:   The Colonial Beach Historic District is located on a 
peninsula surrounded by the Potomac River and Monroe Bay, which gives the community a somewhat private and insulated 
atmosphere. The eastern edge of the district skirts the Potomac waterfront and a mid-sized public beach. Other areas of the 
shoreline are lined with riprap and private docks. The town has a generally rectilinear plan with narrow paved streets largely 
devoid of painted lines, curbs, or sidewalks. In the southern two-thirds of the town, where the proposed historic district is 
primarily located, north-south streets run roughly parallel to the river instead of true north, creating slightly irregular-shaped lots. 
Houses are commonly aligned east-west at an angle to the street and most residential lots are shaded with mature trees. Overall, 
the district has a small-town feel and bucolic riverside setting. 
 

Ownership 
Categories: 

      Private          Public-Local          Public-State          Public-Federal 

 



11/17/2016                                                                      3 of 26 

 

General District Information 

What were the historical uses of the resources within the proposed district?  Examples include: Dwelling, Store, Barn, etcé 

In 2001, Colonial Beach Historic District was recommended eligible for the NRHP by DHR Staff. This PIF proposes expanded 

boundaries for the district that encompass more of the historic fabric of the town and a wider variety of resources. 

The Colonial Beach Historic District comprises the historic core of a turn-of-the-century riverside resort town. At the center of 

the district and immediately adjacent to the public beach (which was formerly lined with a boardwalk, no longer extant) is the 

downtown commercial core. Historically, this area contained a variety of commercial and civic buildings, including a bank, post 

office, school, fire station, town hall, general stores, boarding houses, and hotels. The area immediately adjacent to the 

waterfront once displayed a wide variety of hotels, concession stands, and recreation facilities, most of which are now gone. 

Seasonal vacation homes of primarily frame construction surround the commercial core on the north, south, and west and 

consist of a wide range of vernacular and high-style dwellings dating from the late-nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth 

century. Historically, houses fronting the Potomac River were owned by wealthier families and were generally larger and more 

ornate, while elsewhere in the district, particularly in the southern end of the peninsula, dwellings were smaller, more vernacular, 

and accommodated seasonal visitors of more modest means and permanent town residents. 

 
What are the current uses? (if other 
than the historical use) 

 
Today, the historic district is largely residential and accommodates both year-round 
inhabitants and seasonal vacationers. Most of the commercial core is occupied by 
municipal offices and small locally owned restaurants and stores that cater to tourists 
and permanent residents. 

 
Architectural styles or elements of 
buildings within the proposed district: 

 
Primarily high-style and vernacular Queen Anne, Folk Victorian, Colonial Revival, 
Classical Revivals, and Craftsman. A few examples of Art Deco/Moderne, Gothic 
Revival, Prairie, Tudor Revival, Italianate, Stick, Greek Revival, Minimal Traditional, 
and Ranch styles and forms can also be found. 

 
Architects, builders, or original owners 
of buildings within the proposed 
district: 

 
The most prominent homeowner in Colonial Beach was Alexander Graham Bell, 
who inherited the circa-1883, Stick style house at 821 Irving Avenue (199-0003) from 
his father, Augustus Melville Bell, in 1907. 

 
Are there any known threats to this 
district? 

 
Waterfront development pressures, sea level rise and storm surge, deferred 
maintenance resulting from absentee landlords and out-of-town homeowners 

 
General Description of District: (Please describe building patterns, types, features, and the general architectural 

quality of the proposed district. Include prominent materials and noteworthy building details within the district and a 
general setting and/or streetscape description.) 
 
The town of Colonial Beach is a riverside resort community established in the late-nineteenth century. Located in Westmoreland 

County on Virginiaõs Northern Neck, it is situated on peninsula surrounded by the Potomac River and Monroe Bay. The town has a 

generally rectilinear plan with narrow, paved streets largely devoid of painted lines, curbs, and sidewalks. Houses are commonly 

aligned east-west at an angle to the street and most residential lots are shaded with mature trees. Overall, the district has a small-

town feel and bucolic riverside setting.  

A mid-sized public beach is located along the east edge of town and spans the length of approximately 10 blocks. Erosion initiated 

by the nineteenth-century removal of large volumes of sand for parks in major east coast cities and continued heavy use by tourists 

in the first half of the twentieth century decimated the beach (Norris 1983:64). In 1982, the beach was reconstructed and stabilized 

with the installation of large rock jetties, riprap, and sea walls and now serves as a popular recreation spot for visitors and locals 

alike (Norris 1983:609). A second, smaller public beach is located near the southern end of the peninsula and appears to be used 

primarily by local residents. Historically, a number of large commercial piers and wharves were located along the riverfront; today, 

one municipal pier and many small private piers and docks of relatively recent construction dot the shoreline. 

In the late nineteenth and first half of the twentieth century, a 16-foot-wide wooden boardwalk stretched along much of the eastern 

edge of the district but it was destroyed by a series of storms and eventually replaced with a walkway of poured concrete (Coates 

and Shinn 1986:3). At one time, the boardwalk was lined with hotels, dance halls, casinos, concession stands, and other attractions. 

Today, nearly all of these tourist-oriented resources are gone with the exception of a small, circa-1940, wood-framed concession 
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stand located adjacent to the beach (199-5002-0035); this resource is recommended individually eligible for the National Register of 

Historic Places (NRHP). 

In addition to the resources located along the boardwalk, numerous boarding houses and hotels were, at one time, scattered 

throughout the town. Vernon House (199-5002-0020), located within the historic district boundaries, was one of the last boarding 

houses in operation and is currently vacant. Other examples of current and former hotels and boarding houses located within the 

proposed district include the Tides Inn (199-5002-0024), the Breakers (199-5002-0008), the Castle Hotel (199-5011), and the Plaza 

Bed & Breakfast (199-5002-0019). Today, most of these establishments have been converted to private dwellings, although the 

occasional bed and breakfast can still be found. 

In the mid-twentieth-century, several òmodernó motels that catered to automobile tourists popped up in Colonial Beach. The 

proposed boundaries of the Colonial Beach Historic District encompass four motels constructed between 1947 and circa 1954. 

Docõs Motor Court (199-5002-0037), constructed by a local resident in 1947, was the first motel in Colonial Beach and is one of 

two located in the central business district, the other being the Westmoreland Motel/Riverview Inn (199-5002-0004), constructed 

circa 1950. Other motels located within the proposed historic district include the Colonial Motel, constructed circa 1954, and the 

Wakefield Motel, constructed the same year, neither of which have been individually surveyed. At least two other motels were 

located in Colonial Beach but are outside of the proposed district boundaries. 

Just west of the Potomac waterfront is Colonial Beachõs small downtown commercial core that is encompassed within the proposed 

boundaries of the larger historic district and roughly bounded by Colonial Avenue, Washington Avenue, and Boundary Street. 

Resources in this part of town consist of a variety of one- to two-and-a-half-story commercial and civic buildings, including a 

former post office, police station, fire station, school, town hall and municipal offices, churches, fraternal lodges, a bank, stores and 

professional offices, a five & dime, restaurants and diners, a former drug store, mid-twentieth-century motels (previously discussed), 

and service stationsñessentially, everything a small town might need. Much of Colonial Beachõs historic commercial core is still 

intact with the exception of one block of commercial buildings on the east side of North Irving Avenue that has been replaced by a 

large condominium complex. This block has been excluded from the proposed historic district boundaries. Notable resources 

within the commercial core include the circa-1904 Bank of Westmoreland (199-5002-0006), a circa-1925 filling station/garage (199-

5012), another circa-1930 filling station (199-5002-0021), and a former Post Office that now houses the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

(VFW) hall (199-5002-0007). 

Outside of the beachfront and commercial core, the majority of the proposed Colonial Beach Historic District is composed of 

single-family dwellings and vacation homes, most of which were built between circa 1890 and 1965. These domestic resources are 

predominantly of frame construction, although a few masonry buildings can also be found. Architectural styles embodied by these 

buildings are largely vernacular examples of Queen Anne, Folk Victorian, Colonial Revival, Classical Revivals, and Craftsman. 

Examples of other styles such as Art Deco/Moderne, Gothic Revival, Prairie, Tudor Revival, Italianate, Stick, and Greek Revival 

are less common. Larger and more elaborate high-style houses are typically located along South Irving Avenue and face the 

Potomac River. The most prominent dwelling on this street is the Alexander Graham Bell House (199-0003), a large, circa-1883, 

Stick-style house listed on the NRHP in 1987 (Norris 1983:212). Other notable examples of large, Victorian-era dwellings include 

Potomac View (199-5002-0070), Endurance (199-5002-0011), the house at 121 South Irving Avenue (199-5002-0050), and several 

resources along South Irving Avenue south of Thackery Road that have not yet been individually surveyed. 

Houses and cottages on cross streets and from Lossing Avenue westward are typically more modest in size and constructed in 

vernacular forms with detailing that displays the creativity of the individual homeowner. These resources range from one- and two-

story, mid-sized bungalows surrounded by large breezy verandas to small wood-framed cottages measuring less than 500 square 

feet. Although the dwellings found within the proposed Colonial Beach Historic District display a wide variety of vernacular styles 

and forms, some overall building trends characteristic of summer resort towns of this period can be detected. For example, a 

majority of the buildings rest on pier foundations formed of concrete or, less commonly, brick, although many have been infilled or 

parged. Remarkably, there are several examples of small cottages that retain their original post-in-ground cedar foundations. 

Presumably, pier foundations were selected to protect the buildings from the damp ground and raise the structural system out of 

the floodplain, as well as to provide ventilation during the warmer months. As a result, many of the dwellings in Colonial Beach 

were not suitable for year-round occupation as originally constructed, although most have since been adapted to that purpose. 

Another common feature of domestic resources in the Colonial Beach Historic District is the use of porches and verandas. 

Historically, it was not uncommon for a house to be surrounded by a porch on two, three, or even four elevations. Although many 

porches have been screened-in or fully enclosed to provide additional year-round living space, they can still be seen in abundance 

and are a character-defining feature of the district. Large windows with operable shutters that protect the buildings during the off 

season are also prevalent. It is also not uncommon to find small secondary dwellings that served as rental cottages or housed 

seasonal domestic help. A tight cluster of small houses in the southern tip of the peninsula may have served as the residences of 
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watermen and their families who would have benefited from easy access to the docks and an oyster-shucking house formerly 

located on the Point, now the home of the Dockside Restaurant (199-5024) (Coates and Shinn 1993:12ð13). 

Historic maps and aerial imagery indicate that many residential lots in the southern half of the district remained undeveloped from 

the 1930s through the 1960s, and infill housing representing different periods is evident (Nationwide Environmental Title Research 

[NETR] 2016; Sanborn Map Company 1934). For example, in the mid-twentieth century, Minimal Traditional and Ranch houses 

were constructed on previously undeveloped lots. Some undeveloped lots are still found in the southern half of the proposed 

district, and new construction continues to occur. Although in general such infill is appropriately scaled, some recent development 

along the Potomac waterfront is larger in scale than most of the historic housing stock. 

In addition to the many still-undeveloped lots, Eleanor Park, located at the south end of the district, provides additional greenspace 

and is a contributing resource to the historic district. The park is bounded by South Irving Avenue on the east, Lossing Avenue on 

the west, Dandridge Lane on the south, and small single-family dwellings on the north. This area appears to have functioned as 

public greenspace since at least the early-twentieth century. The 1934 Sanborn Map identifies it as the Eleanor Park Tourist Camp, a 

public campground with a direct view to the water (Sanborn Map Company 1934). Historic photographs from this period show that 

the park was shaded by large, mature trees and offered platform tents available for rent (Coates and Shinn 1996:33; Colonial Beach, 

VA Gallery 2016). In the 1960s, Eleanor Park was used as a town-owned RV/mobile home park (Colonial Beach Department of 

Planning & Community Development [DP&CD] 2015; NETR 2016). Around 2009, the mobile homes were removed and the park 

was restored so that it looks very much the same as it did a century ago, dotted with a number of large, mature shade trees. The 

Town of Colonial Beach is currently offering the lot, which they describe as òprime water view property,ó for sale for future 

development although there is substantial local opposition to the plan (Farneth 2012; Westmoreland News 2016). 

 
Significance Statement:  Briefly note any significant events, personages, and/or families associated with the 

proposed district.  It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or genealogies to this form.  Please list all sources of 
information.  Normally, only information contained on this form is forwarded to the State Review Board. 
 
The Colonial Beach Historic District reflects significant trends in resort community development and architecture from the late-

nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth century, highlighting in particular the growth and prosperity resulting from the 

townõs founding as a popular riverside tourist destination for Washington, D.C. residents. The proposed expanded district is located 

in the central and southern section of the town of Colonial Beach and has a period of significance that begins circa 1882 with the 

first platted development and continues until circa 1965, however, additional survey efforts may identify contributing buildings that 

predate 1882. 

Throughout most of the nineteenth century, the area that is now Colonial Beach was rural and sparsely populated, although 

fishermen and oystermen had long trawled the nearby waters. The land originally comprised five different farms, the largest of 

which was the 650-acre White Point Farm (Norris 1983:609). In 1878, entrepreneur Henry K. Kintz purchased White Point Farm 

with the intent of developing a river resort and residential subdivision, although it was not until 1882 that the first lots were platted 

(Norris 1983:609ð610). In 1883, the Colonial Beach Improvement Company was formed with the express purpose of acquiring and 

selling real estate in the vicinity and òto build and construct a Hotel or Hotels,é wharves, and to establish a means of 

transportation of persons and freight by and on the Potomac Riveré and means of communication by telephone or otherwise 

between Colonial Beach and other points; to erect and conduct places of amusement, and otherwise to carry on a place of summer 

resortó (Norris 1983:2010). The large and impressive Colonial Beach Hotel (no longer extant) was constructed by the company 

circa 1900 and was the first of many such establishments designed to attract tourists. Located less than four hours from 

Washington, D.C. by steamboat, the cool breezes and pleasant beaches of Colonial Beach appealed to urbanites who sought to 

escape the stifling summer heat of the city (Miller 2001:56). By the first half of the twentieth century, the Potomac waterfront and 

adjacent boardwalk were lined with numerous grand hotels, boarding houses, restaurants, small concession stands, and a wide 

variety of tourist-oriented amusements, including a Ferris wheel, rollercoaster, bowling alley, and dance halls, which lent òa carnival-

like atmosphereó to the town and gave it the nickname of òThe Playground on the Potomacó (Brown and Clapp 2003:40; Town of 

Colonial Beach 2009).  

In 1892, Colonial Beach was formally incorporated by the State Legislature (Norris 1983:610). Historic maps from the 1890s depict 

Colonial Beach as having a small commercial district boasting a large hotel, at least one church, and two wharves (NETR 2016). 

South of the commercial core, one major roadway, now Irving Avenue, extended south along the riverfront and was lined with large 

houses that faced the Potomac. Additionally, at least 16 dwellings can be seen scattered across the interior of the peninsula (NETR 

2016).  
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By the early-twentieth century, the town had established a regular grid of streets with platted lots, although growth continued in an 

organic way that displayed no regularity or systematic development (Sanborn Map Company 1934). A significant number of lots in 

the southern portion and interior of the peninsula still remained undeveloped throughout much of the twentieth century.  

In 1949, Charles County, Maryland legalized slot machines. Although Virginia did not permit legalized gambling, resourceful 

entrepreneurs found a way to take advantage of the townõs close proximity to the Maryland border, which was located at the 

Potomacõs low-tide mark, just feet from the boardwalk. Colonial Beach soon experienced a boom in casinos conveniently situated 

on piers that projected into the Maryland side of the river. These casinos boasted flashy names like the Little Reno, Monte Carlo, 

and the Jackpot and revived the townõs tourist industry, which had begun to wane (Norris 1983:612ð613). The casino era was 

relatively short-lived, however; in 1958, the Maryland legislature required all gambling operations in the state to be accessible by 

foot, effectively ending the casino business in Colonial Beach (Norris 1983:613). Since that time, Colonial Beachõs popularity as a 

tourist destination has declined, leaving in its place a quiet little town (described by one resident as òMayberry on the Potomacó) 

inhabited by retirees, rental cottages, and out-of-town owners of summer homes, although a variety of historically intact tourist 

accommodations can still be found (Delano 2003). 

Located in a òhigh riskó hurricane zone, at least 38 hurricanes and tropical storms have been recorded at Colonial Beach since 1930, 

and several earlier storms have also been documented (Homefacts.com 2016). Some of the more significant storms to affect 

Colonial Beach include the hurricane of 1896, the Chesapeake and Potomac Hurricane of 1933, Hurricane Hazel in 1954, Hurricane 

Connie in 1955 (the largest hurricane to hit Colonial Beach), and Hurricane Isabel in 2003, all of which damaged and/or destroyed 

the townõs buildings and infrastructure. In 1896, a massive hurricane did significant damage to the young town and destroyed an 

amusement park (Ambrose 2011). In 2003, Hurricane Isabel destroyed the Colonial Beach Municipal Pier, Fishermanõs Pier, 

portions of the concrete boardwalk, several businesses along the boardwalk (including the Riverboat on the Potomac, formerly 

Reno Casino), as well as significantly damaging many other waterfront businesses and homes (Smith and Smith 2003).  

In 2001, the Colonial Beach Historic District was partially surveyed and determined to be eligible for listing on the NRHP by DHR 

Staff (Miller 2001). As originally outlined, the boundaries of the historic district encompassed the core of the downtown 

commercial district and the adjacent waterfront, several blocks of predominately high-style summer homes along South Irving 

Avenue, and a small number of more modest dwellings on the east side of Lossing Avenue. The smaller cottages found in the 

southern end of the peninsula and in the interior, as well as the bungalows located north of the commercial core, were largely 

excluded from the district. The Town of Colonial Beachõs 2009 Comprehensive Plan noted that its residential neighborhoods òare 

important components in the townõs history and architectural stylesó (Town of Colonial Beach 2009:4-3). As a result, the most 

recent survey effort has focused on expanding the boundaries to  include a wider variety of late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-

century dwellings, especially the smaller wood-framed cottages, that more accurately reflect the historical development of the 

community, as well as more of the commercial district. Changes in the proposed boundaries were also made to exclude an area at 

the northeast end of the commercial core immediately adjacent to the waterfront that has suffered from recent demolitions, an 

influx of new construction, and a complete loss of architectural character and historic integrity due in part to the substantial damage 

caused by Hurricane Isabel in 2003. This area is roughly bounded on the north by Colonial Avenue, on the west by Washington 

Avenue and North Irving Avenue, on the south by Hawthorne Street, and on the east by the waterfront. Formerly located within 

this excluded area is one previously surveyed resource, a commercial building (199-5002-0005), which is no longer extant and has 

been replaced by a five-story condominium complex. It should also be noted that the expanded boundaries proposed as a result of 

the current effort exclude the Maritime Commercial district, described in the 2009 Comprehensive Plan as òthe water dependent 

commercial establishments that are located adjacent to Monroe Bay and the Potomac River,ó due to the presence of a high volume 

of non-contributing resources in the form of modern infill and new construction; however, future survey efforts may determine 

whether the area retains enough historic integrity to be added to the expanded historic district boundaries (Town of Colonial Beach 

2009:4-4).  

The Colonial Beach Historic District boundaries, as proposed here, encompass an estimated 450 resources, although only 105 

resources have been individually surveyed (20 previously surveyed and an additional 85 surveyed as part of the current project). The 

Colonial Beach Historic District represents a relatively intact late-nineteenth-century through mid-twentieth-century riverside resort 

town. Compared to similar turn-of-the-century waterfront resort communities in Virginia, the overall historic integrity of the 

proposed Colonial Beach Historic District remains relatively intact, with a majority of the resources within its boundaries retaining a 

high level of integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association and a moderate level of historic integrity of design, materials, and 

workmanship. Although many of the buildings in the district incorporate replacement materials such as vinyl windows and siding, 

asphalt-shingled roofs, rear additions, and enclosed porches, most of these resources continue to exhibit historic architectural 

features that contribute to the districtõs overall integrity and significance as a small summer resort. In addition to the integrity of 

individual resources, the district as a whole retains much of its historic setting, including street pattern and lot arrangements; 

building spacing, setback, and scale; mature vegetation and tree-lined streets (particularly in the southern portion of the district); and 
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intimate relationship to the waterfront. While in recent decades similar waterfront resort communities have become popular targets 

for upscale and over-scaled modern development, Colonial Beach has largely managed to avoid a similar influx, although there are 

signs that such development may soon occur if these actions are not kept in check. In conclusion, the Colonial Beach Historic 

District is recommended eligible for the NRHP at the state level under Criterion A for its association with the historical 

development of waterfront tourism along the Potomac River, and under Criterion C for the relatively intact concentration and 

diversity of residential resort architecture that reflects the creativity of individual property owners, encompassing a wide variety of 

materials, styles, and forms. 
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Proposed Boundaries of the Colonial Beach Historic District, Westmoreland County, Virginia, as Depicted on Aerial 
Imagery (Esri 2016b). 
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Photo 1: Colonial Beach Historic District (199-5002), Public Beach and Former Location of Boardwalk, Looking Southeast along 

Beach Terrace. 

 

 

Photo 2: Colonial Beach Historic District (199-5002), Concession Stand (199-5002-0035) Facing the Beach, East Elevation. 
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Photo 3: Colonial Beach Historic District (199-5002), View of Commercial Core, Looking Southwest along Hawthorne Street. 

 

 

Photo 4: Colonial Beach Historic District (199-5002), View of Commercial Core, Looking Northwest along North Irving Avenue 
towards the Old Colonial Beach School (199-5002-0039). 

 




























